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hanged. That rumor came from the hanging of
John Oxenham at Lima. The Golden Hind had
foundered. That tale was what Winter, captain
of the Elizabeth, was not altogether unwilling
should be thought after his own failure to face
another great antarctic storm. He had returned
in 1578. News from Peru and Mexico came home
in 1579; but no Drake. So, as 1580 wore on,
his friends began to despair, the Spaniards and
Portuguese rejoiced, while Burleigh, with all who
found Drake an inconvenience in their diplomatic
way, began to hope that perhaps the sea had
smoothed things over. In August the London
merchants were thrown into consternation by
the report of Drake's incredible captures; for
their own merchant fleet was just then off for
Spain. They waited on the Council, who soothed
them with the assurance that Drake's voyage was
a purely private venture so far as prizes were
concerned. With this diplomatic quibble they
were forced to be content.

But worse was soon to follow. The king of
Portugal died. Philip's army marched on Lisbon
immediately, and all the Portuguese possessions
were added to the already overgrown empire of
Spain. Worse still, this annexation gave Philip